
Stem Direction 
 
 
To determine which direction the stems go, use this method: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place stems on the following notes using the above method: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes above the middle line 
will have the stems going 
DOWN on the LEFT side  

of the note.   
Your notes will look like P’s. 

Stems for the 
notes on the 

middle line may go 
either way, but 

usually go DOWN 

Notes below the middle line 
will have the stems going UP 

on the RIGHT side  
of the note.   

Your notes will look like d’s. 
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