
Major or minor? 
Identifying triads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*When you count half steps, don’t forget that you can’t count the note you start on!  If you count the  

one you stand on, that would be like standing still and telling someone you took a step! 
 
Are these chords major or minor? 
 
 

A minor chord has a perfect 5th 
and a minor 3rd.   
 

Perfect 5th- 7 half steps 
Minor 3rd- 3 half steps 

A major chord has a perfect 5th 
and a major 3rd.   

 
Perfect 5th- 7 half steps 
Major 3rd- 4 half steps 
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